CHAPTER  XIX
FIGHTING FOR THE UNION
THE MAINTENANCE of the Union; that was his cause
throughout the whole of his political life. Moreover, he felt
that the best interests of Ireland were bound up with that
cause. How could Ireland, a small impoverished island,
quite apart from the question of imperial safety and unity,
stand by herself, deprived of the assistance of the immensely
rich and powerful sister isle and her great market? The
solution for him was a closer union of hearts which could
only exist within a legislative Union. I suppose that the con-
sensus of opinion must be that on the merits of this particular
question the Balfours were right and Carson was wrong ; the
only hope of the maintenance of the Union was by the re-
moval of the agrarian grievances, and it is impossible to make
an omelette without breaking eggs. The eggs on this occa-
sion were the unfortunate landlords. Yet, with it all, the
cause of the Union was lost, as many concede, hopelessly,
irretrievably, " in the day of dishonour," as Gladstone had
prophesied, by surrender after surrender to violence and
lawlessness, with the loyalists shamefully abandoned; and
Carson may be forgiven for tracing back the stages of sur-
render to its first precedents, when, in his view, measures,
perhaps good in themselves, were brought forward, not on
their own merits, but from fear of violence and crime. In
any event, the interests of the loyalists had been sacrificed
for nothing.
Yet even in those days he was no mere instrument of the
landlords, as is often thought, though naturally they looked
to him as a heaven-sent champion. He loved to advocate,
with Irish members of all factions, the cause of the Irish
peasant, of the Irish school-teacher, of the Catholic student.
There was still much of the Liberal in him which in its purest